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hidden by a coverlet made of skins and wearing a pair of
tormidable horns, is led into the room by two men, who make
believe to slaughter him, while they sing verses referring to
the mantles of various colours, red, blue, white, and yellow,
which they laid on him, one after the other.    At the con-
clusion  of the  song,  the  Yule-goat,  after  feigning  death,
jumps    up   and   skips   about   to   the   amusement  of the
spectators.1    In Willstad after supper on Christmas evening,
while the people are dancing " the angel dance " for the sake
of ensuring a good crop of flax, some long stalks of the
Yule straw, either of wheat or rye, are made up into the
likeness of a goat, which is thrown among the dancers with
the cry, " Catch the Yule-goat!"    The custom in Dalarne
is similar, except that there the straw-animal goes by the
name of the Yule-ram,2    In these customs the identification
of the Yule-goat or the Yule-ram with the corn-spirit seems
unmistakable.     As if to clinch the argument it is customary
in   Denmark  and Sweden to bake  cakes of fine meal at
Christmas in the form of goats, rams, or boars.    These are
called Yule-goats, Yule-rams, or Yule-boars ; they are often
made out of the last sheaf of corn at harvest and kept till
sowing-time, when they are partly mixed with the seed-corn
and partly eaten by the people and the plough-oxen in the
hope thereby of securing a good harvest.8    It would seem
scarcely possible to represent the identification of the corn-
spirit with an  animal, whether   goat, ram, or boar, more
graphically; for the  last corn  cut at  harvest  is regularly
supposed to house the corn-spirit, who is accordingly caught,
kept through the winter in the shape of an animal, and then
mixed with the seed in spring to quicken the grain before it
is committed to the ground.    Examples of the corn-spirit
conceived as a wether and a boar have met us in a preceding
part of this work.4    The pretence of killing the Yule-goat
and bringing him  to life again was probably in origin a
magical rite to ensure the rebirth of the corn-spirit in spring.
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